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 The fuel tanks of eight diesel-powered commuter shuttle buses from the Treasure Valley 

Transit will be filled with a cleaner burning mixture of soybean oil and petroleum diesel 

Wednesday evening as officials prepare for the first day of the B20 biodiesel era in the Treasure 

Valley, Idaho energy officials announced today. 

 The commuter buses will be fueled with their first tank of biodiesel at 5:00 p.m. at the 

United Oil fueling plant, 702 lst Street South in Nampa. 

 B20 biodiesel is a mixture of 20 percent bio fuel and 80 percent regular diesel. The 

mixture significantly reduces dangerous emissions in diesel exhaust by up to 20 percent. This is 

the first time B20 has been used in normal vehicle service in the valley, Energy Officials said. 

 The eight buses will hit the road with the new fuel bright and early Thursday morning.  

The TVT’s eight 20-passenger commuter shuttles will cover some 4,500 miles a week burning a 

total of about 700 gallons of the B20 fuel, according to Debbie Maxwell, TVT Assistant 

Director. 

  The vehicles run 12 hours a day, five days a week between Nampa and Caldwell,  on 

express and commuter routes between Nampa, Caldwell, Meridian and Boise, and on other 

routes. 

Garbage and recycling trucks from Sanitary Services Company of Meridian and a group 

of school buses from the Meridian School District also will begin using the B20 fuel, probably 

by the end of this week, officials say. 

Gary Moles, a Nampa resident, has been picked to be a consumer partner in the program. 

Moles will burn the B20 in his Chevrolet diesel pickup and in his Volkswagen car. 

 

-more-more- 



 

 

Biodiesel Fuel Use Begins This Week – Page 2 of 2 

 

 

 

The B-20 Treasure Valley biodiesel project involves using up to 100,000 gallons of B20 

biodiesel over the next six to eight months in the Treasure Valley.  The B20 mixture then can be 

used in diesel engines without any modification to the engine, according to Dick Larsen, the 

program manager. 

Biofuel is produced from common vegetable oils or recycled restaurant greases, used 

cooking oils, lard and animal tallow or fats among other things.   

The biofuel to be used in the Idaho project is produced from virgin soybean oil and will 

be supplied by World Energy Alternatives, LLC headquartered in Chelsea, Massachusetts, the 

leading supplier of biodiesel in the US, Larsen added 

World Energy will ship pure 100 percent biofuel to United Oil, a partner in the project.  

United Oil will then mix it with regular diesel to produce the B20 fuel and deliver it to the 

various partners. 

B20 biodiesel fuel burns cleaner than regular diesel greatly reducing harmful vehicle 

emissions common in diesel exhaust, especially dangerous particulates.  B20 fuel can reduce 

particulates in diesel exhaust by up to 18 percent, air toxics by up to 20 percent, carbon 

monoxide by about 12 percent and hydrocarbons by 11 percent according to the U.S. Department 

of Energy. 
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